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Central Electric will hold its

ANNUAL

MEEFTINEG

March 17, 2026 at the Carthage Coliseum

In accordance with the laws of the State of Mississippi and the bylaws of the Association, three directors will be elected
for three year terms. Members will elect one director from Attala County and two directors from Leake County.

SECTION 4.04. Nominations

(a) It shall be the duty of the Board to appoint, not less than sixty (60)
days nor more than ninety (90) days before the date of a meeting of

the members at which Board members are to be elected, a Committee
on Nominations consisting of three (3) members who shall be selected
from the given areas from which Board members are to be elected

so as to insure equitable representation. No existing Cooperative
employees, agents, officers, directors or known candidates for director,
and close relatives (as hereinafter defined) or members of the same
household of existing Cooperative employees, agents, officers, directors
or known candidates for director may serve on such committees. The
committee shall receive and consider any suggestion as to nominees
submitted in writing by members of the Cooperative consistent with
these bylaws. The committee, keeping in mind the principle of equitable
representation, shall prepare a list of nominations for Board members,
and submit its list to the Secretary not less than thirty (30) days nor
more than sixty (60) days before the date of the annual meeting.

(b) Any fifty (50) or more members who are in good standing, are

from the given area from which a Board member is to be elected, and
acting together, may nominate a Director candidate for the area by
petition. Any such petition for nomination must be submitted on a

form designated and provided by the Cooperative. Each member signing
such petition shall place thereon the date of signing, address, account
number and service location of the member. Such nominations made

by petition, if any, shall be delivered to the Secretary not less than
forty-five (45) days nor more than sixty (60) days before the date of the

annual meeting. Such nominations shall be posted by the Secretary at
the same place where the list of nominations made by the Committee
on Nominations is posted. A member may not make more than one (1)
nomination by petition for each vacancy. If a member signs more than
one petition for a director vacancy, then the signature of the member
bearing the latest date of signing by the member will be considered and
any previously dated signature by the member on any other petition(s)
will be deemed invalid, null and void. If a member signs more than one
petition on the same date, all signatures of the member bearing the
same date of signing will be deemed invalid, null and void.

(c) The Secretary shall prepare and post at the principal office of

the Cooperative at least twenty (20) days before the meeting a list of
nominations for Board members. The Secretary shall be responsible for
mailing with the notice of the meeting or separately, but at least ten
(10) days before the date of the meeting, a statement of the number

of Board members to be elected and the counties they will be elected
from and represent, and the name and address of each of the candidates
nominated by the Committee on Nominations or by petition.

A report from the Committee of Nominations, along with proxies,
ballots and other annual meeting information will be mailed to members
in Feb. 2026. As a member-owner of Central Electric Power Association,
you have a right to participate in the annual meeting to hear the latest
cooperative news and to elect the board of directors.

Mark your calendar for March 17, 2026 and plan to attend Central Electric’s
annual meeting at the Carthage Coliseum on Highway 16 in Carthage.
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When you combine the capabilities of individual smart home electronics
with voice assistants like Amazon Alexa or whole-home smart energy
management systems, they become even more powerful.
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by Scott Flood

Wouldn’t it be great to wake up on a sunny
morning, say “Good morning, house!,” and stand
back as the right light fixtures flash on, the
coffeemaker starts, the outdoor security lighting
switches off, and the toaster oven starts preheating
for your frozen toaster pastry? That may sound like
something from science fiction, but today’s smart
home electronics make it possible.

Smart devices use digital technology and wi-fi to take your home to a
new level of convenience and comfort. They can also help you make better
use of your electricity so you can reduce waste and lower your energy bills.

Even if you’ve already put the many advantages of smart electronics
to work for your home and family, you might be surprised by some of the
newer devices with the potential to change your daily life.




Heating and cooling use more energy than anything else in your
home. Replacing your home’s standard thermostat with a smart
model can lower your monthly electric bills while keeping you
even more comfortable. Smart thermostats learn your daily habits
and take over for you. You won’t have to lower your thermostat
every evening, because it will happen automatically. Because smart
thermostats know exactly when you need electricity and when you
don’t, they waste a lot less.

The second-biggest share of your home’s electricity powers
appliances, from your refrigerator to your water heater. Smart
appliances use wi-fi and high-tech sensors to operate more
efficiently. A smart washer can sense the size of your load and
adjust the water and cycle times accordingly. Smart refrigerators
can warn you when the kids leave the door open. And smart water
heaters don’t waste energy by heating water while you're asleep.

An easy and affordable way to explore smart technology is with
smart plugs, which plug into your wall outlets. You can then plug
lighting, appliances, and other devices directly into them. You’ll be
able to control all those devices through a single app, so you can tell
the coffeemaker when to start brewing, turn your exterior accent
lighting off at dawn, or have your favorite music already streaming
as you walk in the door.

Smart power strips look like their ordinary cousins but use smart
plugs. They’re particularly helpful at eliminating waste caused by
what’s known as “phantom load” - like leaving your phone charger
plugged in when it’s not charging.

Smart appliances use
wi-fi and high-tech
sensors to operate
more efficiently.
Photo Source: Samsung

Replacing your home’s standard thermostat with a smart model can lower
your monthly electric bills while keeping you even more comfortable.
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SMART SHADES

You wish your family room didn’t face south, because it’s
always warm during the day. Smart shades and blinds can help.
You can set them to automatically open or close depending
on the time of day (and year) or based on your home’s indoor
temperature. They can help your air conditioner keep you cooler
for less.

SMART ASSISTANTS

When you combine the capabilities of individual smart home
electronics with voice assistants like Amazon Alexa or whole-
home smart energy management systems, they become even
more powerful. You can teach voice assistants to carry out
multiple tasks that make up your daily routines, like the “good
morning, house” message. Energy management systems simplify
control of all aspects of your home’s energy use, and some offer
specific tips to help you save even more.

BE SMART (WITH YOUR SMART DEVICES]

While all those smart devices may be able to make your home
more energy efficient and your life more comfortable, they’re not
perfect. Most require an internet connection, so if your service is
down, your smart devices won’t work, either.

Smart devices typically don’t receive frequent system updates
like your smart phone or laptop, so be aware of potential security
issues. Before you choose any smart home devices, make sure
it’s completely secure and compatible with what you have.

Then prepare to be amazed by what smart home electronics
will do for you!

For more than four decades, business writer Scott Flood has worked
with electric cooperatives to build knowledge of energy-related issues
among directors, staff, and members.
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FROM OUR CO-0P FAMILY TO YOURS, \
WISHING YOU A HAPPY HOLIDAY \[’
SEASON AND A JOYOUS NEW YEAR. l \
Central Electric Power Association will be closed ’J' W

Dec. 24 - 25 for Christmas and Jan. 1for New Year's. / ¢
/’.

To report an outage, please visit www.centralepa.com and click on Report An Outage, { 4N
call 601-267-3043, or text the word OUT to 866-846-5671if you are enrolled in

the outage texting service. A dispatcher is on duty 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
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